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The Heart of God. He Delights in Our Growth.

November 12, 2023

Growth Matters

God Delights in Our Growing



Colossians 1.9-12

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you.
We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge
of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you
may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.

What Does He Delight In?
e Growing Fruit
e Growing Knowledge
e Growing Strength
e Growing Joy and Gratitude

The Ultimate Goal of Spiritual Growth

Ephesians 4:11-13

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

‘

Growing and Bearing More Fruit

John 155
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
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Galatians 5:22-23a
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control

(CHARACTER) FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

ROOTED (SOURCE) IN JESUS

Growing Stronger in Our Faith
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Seven Markers of Spiritual Growth

Biblical Passionate

Engagement Prayer




Wholehearted Humble
Worship Service

Joyful Consistent

Generosity {=\= Community

Organic
Outreach

Where do I need to grow in these markers?
Growing Closer and Going Deeper in Our Walk with Jesus
Spiritual Pathways: “The goal here is not self-actualization or spiritual self-absorption,

but to feed our souls so we can know God in a new way, love Him with every cell of our
being, and then express that love by reaching out to others." Gary Thomas
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Nine Pathways to Better Connect with God

The Pathways of Wonder!
e Naturalists say, ‘Let me be outdoors!"



e Sensates declare, ‘Let me experience!”
e Traditionalists cry out, “Let me remember!”

The Pathways of Contemplation!
e Intellectuals say, “Let me think'
e Ascetics request, ‘Let me be alone'”
e Contemplatives ask, ‘Let me feel

The Pathways of Action!
e The Caregiver says, ‘Let me care’
e The Activist says, “Let me conquer’”
e The Enthusiast says, “Let me celebrate’

Which Pathway(s) could help me draw nearer and walk closer with Jesus?

Growing in Joy and Gratitude by Serving and Sharing His Gifts
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1 Corinthians 12:4-7

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kRinds of working, but in
all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 7 Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

1 Corinthians 12:11

All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one,

just as he determines.



How can | use my gifts to serve with joyful thanks in Jesus’ Name?

God delights in our growth, especially our first steps!

What is your next step?



