
 

 

Surprised by the Weight of the Work 
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Surprises… A Way of Life! 

 

Nehemiah’s Surprising Story…  

Facing the professional, political, and personal weight! 

 

Nehemiah 2:1-5 

1 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought 
for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before, 
2 so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can 
be nothing but sadness of heart.” 

I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should 
my face not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its 
gates have been destroyed by fire?” 

4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I 
answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, 
let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild 
it.” 

 

Nehemiah’s Surprising Story…  

Facing the physical weight! 

 

Nehemiah 2:13-16 

13 By night I went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal Well and the Dung 
Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates, 
which had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the 
King’s Pool, but there was not enough room for my mount to get through; 15 so I went up 
the valley by night, examining the wall. Finally, I turned back and reentered through the 

 



 

 
Valley Gate. 16 The officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, because 
as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or any others 
who would be doing the work. 

 

Nehemiah 4:10 

10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and 
there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.” 

 

Nehemiah’s Surprising Story…  

Facing the spiritual weight! 

 

Nehemiah 1:4-7 

4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted 
and prayed before the God of heaven. 5 Then I said: “Lord, the God of heaven, the great 
and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep 
his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer 
your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I 
confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed 
against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the 
commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. 

 

Nehemiah’s Surprising Story…  

Facing the relational weight! 

 

Nehemiah 6:5-9 

5 Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same message, and in his 
hand was an unsealed letter 6 in which was written: 

“It is reported among the nations—and Geshem says it is true—that you and the Jews 
are plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building the wall. Moreover, according to 
these reports you are about to become their king 7 and have even appointed prophets 
to make this proclamation about you in Jerusalem: ‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now this 
report will get back to the king; so come, let us meet together.” 

8 I sent him this reply: “Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just 
making it up out of your head.” 
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9 They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will get too weak for the work, 
and it will not be completed.” 

But I prayed, “Now strengthen my hands.” 

 

Learning from Nehemiah 

Predict the weight (attitude) 

 

Learning from Nehemiah 

Prepare for the weight (expectation) 

 

Learning from Nehemiah 

Plan for the weight (strategy) 

 

Learning from Nehemiah 

Persevere under the weight (unyielding) 

 

Learning from Nehemiah 

Praise God for the weight (lifestyle) 

 

Learning from Nehemiah  

Pass on the truth about the weight (legacy) 
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