
 

 

 

2   Thessalonians  

Summary  
Near   the   end   of   Paul’s   second   missionary   journey,   he   and   his   companions   visited   the  
bustling   capital   of   Macedonia,   a   port   city   called   Thessalonica   (modern-day   Greece).   Acts  
chapter   seventeen   records   that   they   spent   some   time   preaching   in   the   synagogues   there,  
and   many   Jews   and   Gentiles   believed   the   message   of   Jesus   Christ.   However,   a   short   time  
later,   a   group   of   rioters   drove   the   missionaries   out   of   town.   To   make   up   for   their   missed   time,  
Paul   sent   Timothy   back   to   Thessalonica   a   few   months   later   to   minister   and   then   report   back.  
Upon   Timothy’s   return   and   update,   Paul   wrote   two   letters   to   the   Thessalonians   to   guide   and  
encourage   them.   In   this   second   letter,   Paul   focuses   on   the   second   coming   of   Christ,   along  
with   the   salvation   for   the   saved   and   the   judgment   of   the   lost   that   will   come   with   Him.  

 

Author  
The   second   letter   to   the   church   in   Thessalonica   was   written   by   the   apostle,   Paul.   He  
includes   the   names   of   some   of   his   missionary   partners   in   his   introduction   to   present   them   as  
a   united   group   of   ministers.  

 

Date  
The   date   given   by   most   scholars   for   the   second   letter   to   the   Thessalonians   is   A.D.   51   or   A.D.  
52   in   Corinth,   about   six   months   after   Paul   wrote   1   Thessalonians.  

 

Primary   Characters  
Paul   (2   Thessalonians   1-3)  

Silas   (2   Thessalonians   1)  

Timothy   (2   Thessalonians   1)  

 

 



 

Historical   Moments  
Paul   Writes   His   Second   Letter   to   the   Thessalonians   (2   Thessalonians   1-3)  

Paul   Makes   His   Second   Missionary   Journey   to   Thessalonica/Corinth   (2   Thessalonians   1)  

 

Major   Theological   Themes  
Real   and   Eternal   Judgment   Will   Fall   on   Real   People    -   This   book   has   some   of   the   clearest  
and   most   sobering   words   about   the   reality   of   judgment   on   those   who   rebel   and   resist   the  
grace   of   Jesus.   Some   will   face   punishment,   eternal   destruction,   and   separation   from   the  
presence   of   God.    

 

Real   and   Eternal   Blessing   Will   Come   to   Real   People    -   Those   who   place   their   faith   in   Jesus  
and   embrace   His   gospel   can   live   with   confidence   and   certainty   that   they   will   be   glorified  
with   Jesus.   We   are   made   holy   through   Jesus   and   saved   by   His   grace.  

 

Persecution   and   Trials   Are   Part   of   the   Christian   Journey   of   Faith    -   When   we   face   struggles,  
pain,   and   even   persecution,   this   does   not   mean   we   have   been   sinful   and   rebellious.  
Sometimes   trials   and   persecution   are   a   result   of   faithfully   following   Jesus.   Those   who   seek  
Jesus   with   all   their   heart   are   sometimes   counted   worthy   to   suffer   for   the   one   who   willingly  
took   abuse   and   punishment   for   us.  

 

Satan   Is   Real   But   God   Is   More   Powerful   than   the   Enemy   of   Our   Soul    -   The   spiritual   world   is  
real   and   Satan   and   his   demons   are   also   real,   but   Jesus   is   Lord   over   all.    With   the   very   breath  
of   His   mouth,   Jesus   will   overthrow   and   cast   down   the   enemy.   In   the   end,   Jesus   wins   and   we  
share   in   His   victory.  

 

Lessons   Learned   from   2   Thessalonians  
Do   Not   Be   Alarmed   or   Easily   Unsettled    -   Back   in   Paul’s   day,   as   in   our   own,   people   think  
they   can   read   the   signs   of   the   times   and   will   predict   the   second   coming   of   Jesus   and   the  
end   of   the   world.   They   might   even   take   out   an   ad   in   the   local   paper   to   advertise   it!   Healthy  
and   biblical   Christians   are   always   ready   to   meet   Jesus   but   are   also   prepared   to   live   for   Him  
tomorrow   and   the   next   year   and   every   year   until   He   comes   again.    Do   not   buy   the   hype,   but  
keep   living   for   Jesus.  

 

 



 

Hold   to   Sound   Biblical   Teaching    -   The   best   way   to   resist   temptations,   false   teaching,   and  
deceptive   ideas   is   simple   and   clear.   Hold   fast   to   the   teachings   God   has   placed   before   you.  
Know   your   Bible,   study   it   daily,   and   do   not   compromise   on   the   truth   of   Scripture.   Do   this   and  
you   will   avoid   all   kinds   of   deception.  

 

Do   Not   Be   Lazy    -   Paul   gives   stern   warnings   to   people   who   are   idle,   lazy   or   think   that   they  
can   coast   and   everyone   else   will   take   care   of   them.   Paul   encourages   believers   to   be   wise  
about   helping   lazy   people.    We   are   to   stay   busy   at   work   and   not   become   busybodies.  
Compassion   and   helping   people   with   real   needs   are   Christian   attitudes.   

 


