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Let’s be honest, life can be tough

The Letter to Smyrna

Revelation 2:8-11
“To the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life
again. I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the
slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do
not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in
prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the
point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. Whoever has ears, let them
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all
by the second death.

The Letter to Pergamum

Revelation 2:12-17
“To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:
These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. I know where you
live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce
your faith in me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to
death in your city—where Satan lives.Nevertheless, I have a few things against you:
There are some among you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to
entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual
immorality. Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.
Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the
sword of my mouth. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also
give that person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one who
receives it.

Getting the Picture: A Vision



Revelation 2:8
“To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First
and the Last, who died and came to life again.

Revelation 2:12
“To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the
sharp, double-edged sword.

Can You See Jesus?
● He is the First and Last: He rules over all history and eternity
● He died and came to life again: He rules over the grave, death, and sin
● He has the sharp double-edged sword: He rules over all authorities and

powers…human and spiritual
What are you worried about?

Getting the Message (Understanding God’s Truth)

You are rich (v.9)

You don’t have to live in fear (v.10)

You have life (v.10-11) No fear of death

You need to know and follow the truth (v.14-15)

Getting a Move on It! (Taking action in our life and the Church)

We Will
● Be faithful, even to the point of death (v.10)

We Will
● Not renounce our faith (v.13)

We Will
● Repent (v.16). Notice the serious consequences if we don’t

○ Idolatry (sin against God, not loving Him first!)
○ Immorality (sin against people, not loving them as God does)
○ False Teaching (sin through embracing or ignoring false teaching)

Hidden Manna: God’s gracious and generous provision for your life

A New Name: You bear the name of Christ and now have His character
alive in you
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